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Jith this issue, PHANNY starts « New Year. During the provious {and
first) year of oxistence, PHANNY suffered many ups and downs. A "high" was
achieved writh the initial issue, lurgely as a result of Rudy S.yn's excel-
lent portrait of PHaNNY in her uorklng clothes (7). Another was the Honorable
Mention award for good writing, although PHANNY still doesn't know which par-
ticular effusion was responsible for that. As for the "lows"--wcll, PHANNY
did herself proud there, when the seven stencils which were constituted a part
of No. 3 were sabotaged by the Post Office. But uvon that had its good points,
for out of that sad event was born Lynn Bridges' INSPIRATION, which ever since
has been tied to PHuNNY in Siamese Twin fashion.

Apparently, I was cnly one of muny who succumbed to tho Doldrums of the
hot months. To those hordy souls--of “hom there was in fact a goodly num-
ber--who presented their roguler mags or satisfactory substitutes in Septem-
ber, salutations and adulution; to the rest of you--well, I felt the same way.

PAANNY is trying to start this year right, too, by presenting another
guest cover artist; namely, Rosco Es dJright of Salein, Oregon. Pictured this
time is PHANNY'S pPal of The Planet of Purple Shadows, pursuing his light-
hearted way mid his native hauntse. PHANYY culls hiim Pal because his native
neme, as near as it can be rendered from rare inscriptions, joes something
like this: #hpaPi-1+q. PILMNY, it may be added, thinks Jright did right
well by hor Boy Friocnd.

Rosco isn't .to blame for the lettering. Deciiecelee
did that with the aid of 2 very complete set of drafting instrum: nts.
PHAN.-
NY had hoped to be the first to use the . hite-~Print Dry Process of reproduc-~
tion in & phanzine, but got left ab the post when ifartin proscnted BOBLI..
QULEP in last Meiling. Bub PHAHNY hus the first .rt-work, wnyway.

Rosco's
pic wos first duplicubed in sepisn on sensitized purchment, roversed like
mirror im.ge. Then the lettering wis .dded on the other sido of jthis neg .~
tive. A number of Sepi.. nugitives ware then mide from this origin:l one.
Finally, thesc megoiivos wers run throush the “ihite~Print m.chine, four %
a time, in contiuous opsr.tion until sufficient copies were printed, this
time in Blue-Line. In co.se you &rc interested, the sensitized p..por costs
about thirty cents per. syuaire yurd, nd the purchment twice us much.. The
p-per is ulso «voil ble in bloeck ~nd trroon. Cost of the machine? Ulp!
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I rrondzr hor meny of vou hive h-i the experience of discussing, doyr f.
ter duy with the samne deonle, osrobleas jroring out of the zar? Those of *ou
o huave had this exnerience must surelw have becn impressed by the lecl: of
comprehension of matters concerning the Post-or Jorld.

Everv doev, Tor the
pest four months, the Chief Ingincer .nd the Chief Draftsaan, topether writh
this writer, huve enjaged in . {ifteen-ivinute pibfest, follewring, the & il
newscoast by Baukhoge, froam Joshingten. he Engineor is . retired Newr Zoplond
Construction Engineor, about 45 years old. The Droftsmon’is n exnerierced
engineer nd .recaitect, born vné ri.ised in Hew ilexico, Mo praducted from v
own .l Neter, Hebraska U. He is just iy ages The rest of the o”"ice Torce
consists of vounger men, <11 Southerners. Their cencern .rith the r.r is iere
porsoncl ane liraeci.fe. Taey zren't mch interested in our discussiona of the
rost-r Jorld.

Tae two mer mentioned cbove vre intellizent, md rother wvell
read outgide their om fields. One of tihen is & hobbiest, .ith some out-
stunding cccompisiments in more thin one line, They wre full of ide..s .bout
the conduct of the wir, :nd stil) more -bout the rorld after the ar. Unlike
meny men of their wge and exverience, they lowve no illusions obout returning
to wny version o7 "she good old dovs.® Yet, so for, not ence hus either of
them made asu, estion sith ~Mieh I was not thorouhily familizr, frem rexding
S5-F, znd {rom fan diseussions. MNest of our scasions end 'ritl .. briefl dis-
sertotion by Yrs. Truly, based on dut  =eined frou vre «nd fan sources. Une
like most nem=-fains, they do not poo-noo mv source-~books; tiev cre merelw
sonewthat astonished te ciscover th.t there is . -roup of neenle te wthon such
matters ore fuirly faniliar.

kA1l of which, by devious routes, lecds un te
Heinlein's "Discovery of the Future® spcech .-t the Denvention. 5is wain Lhe-
sis was that Fankind, «s 2 result of wn extrevegent inteérest in & such melipned
form of fiction of dubious liter:rv wolue, is more cble than most non-fans
to meet the conditions of this repidlv-chinging, wir-torn world. 4t the tiue
I thought the idez nlcusible-soundin, =nd mildly fluttering, but hardly to
be taken seriously.  Many fins felt the sume, :nd not ¢ few ere openly de-
risive. . . :
lowr, hosever, I'n beginning te. think thot Heinlein rsllv W' d sone~
thing. ' Bvery discussion I get into vith intellizent veonle conzirma this
thought. ruoh that I reed in tho puper does likewise; ~coounts of industrial
leaders nd politiccl big-shots plamiing now for o return te the fcrld vhich
followed the lest .rr, writh its flimsy financicl inflotion and agubseruent
depression. Of soursg, ther expect to prevent the depresaion this time, but
there is nothing said about = pructic.ble ray of doinz it. The howl loudest
abeut tie Administration 2l.n of preventing, depressions by preventing boons.
hey still do nov believe thet that sich ges up rust come dom, unless nome-
thing is provided for the purnese of holding it up. They ..re not onlv opnosed
%o ch.ngoe--they thorouzhly believe that rexzl chinge is not coming.

. I ¥hini mogt
of Funkind e.n see, now, meat of the pessibilities of the Post.far-Jorld. The
fens thinle thet certuin chinges cre overdue, und thevy knowr thit the rite of
change is being accelerated bdv the wir, just oas it was by the 1rat wr. The
fans are not yet prepured te say just vh t direction the changes il tike;
but, as ileinlein suggested over - yeur apo, thev are not going te be eought
short by aserien of berildering changes of which ~ sreat vroportion of the
ponulece hi.s no inkling.

The above, of course, is vnracticz2llyvy “n invitation
for somebody in Fundom teo sturt siinging ot ay bulding nate. 0. K. fellers,
it might be funt
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There is another cliche’ about the war which has been bothering me. 1
have heard it or read it several times, as have most of you. It runs some-
thing like this: "In the long view, nothing we do now matters; therefore, the
outcome of this war is of no lasting importance."

I don't gquestion the sincer-
ity of those who have argued in that fashion. I do seriously question their
reasoning. Everywhere about us, we sec evidence pointing to the conclusion
that the Present is the true descendant of the Past. Every time we preface
a remark <bout the Past with the little word "if," we unconsciously subscribe
to that principle. "If the Greeks had lost to the Persianss.es" If the Car-
thaginians had defsated Rome...." "If Charlemagne's Empire had held together

after his deatheees" "If Hitler had boen executed for treason after the Rath-
skeller Putsqg.....“ o

If those thinzs had happened, the world would be differ-
ent today, and the .orld of the Year 3000 would be different from the world
that it is to he. Bven these protagonists of "the long view" admit that this
wor will affect the Future profoundly for the next hundred years. Can they
say, then, when this affect will cease? Will it not rather continue to have
its affect, in a constantly decrcasing rotio, for many centuries to come?

His-
tory indicates that it will. Our Civilization, however good or bad it may
seem, is the product of the millions of events which mike up our Past. This
war is one of the pivotal events upon which the Future turns. /hatever else
you may say or think about the current conflict, don't say thet it means noth-
ing. On the contrary, it means o great deal.

~=e=3000 8= =

In the last Mailing, three able "argyfiers" took exception to certain
of my stotements. Milty sneered politely at Middle-Of-The-Road Policy with
respect to Capital and Labor. Speer Chided me for using that ubiquitous
back-log of the political spell-binder, "the greatest good of the greatest
number.” Chauvent doubted that Ferdie and Isobela did the world « good turn
when they kicked out the Moors; and I have since been informed thet no less
an authority than van Loon agrees with him. ’

I'1l tackle Milty first, on the
theory that the army comes first these days (unless you happon to be in the
Navy or the Marine Corps). There can be both fun and excitoment in trying
to stay in the middle, Milty. For one thing, the middle rofuses to stay put;
the Conservative of this year wus the Radical of last. Your consistent
Middle=0f-The-Roader has to step lively to keep pace. Perhaps he seems to
be straddling the fence; but did you ever notice how prone people in general
are to take not-shots at anything perched on a fence? There is no target
more inviting. Those are some of the draw-backs of the position, but there
is some compensation. I suy with all modesty--ahem!--that the Middle-Of-
The-Roader is the only onc iho is qualified to judge the merits of the ro-
spective opposing positions. The others are blind %o all save their owm
ends.

As for you Juck Bristol--well, I'1l grant you that the expression has
all the drawbacks you assign to it. Now, if you will please come forward
with a brief, semantically-~correcct substitute, which, in addition to all its
good qualities, has the peculicr merits which the other secms to have {when
not subjected to a scrutiny too searching) I'1l be glad to makc the change.
Can do?

Incidentally, the cxample you cited was quite pertinent. I recently
heard an intelligent man argue seriously that we actually should extermin-
ate the Germans, on the grounds that 11 their contributions in Musie, Art,
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and Science are more than nullifisd by their periodic efforts to dominate the
world, But thon, the same guy slso wants to exterminate all Jews, "Everyone
is queer save thee and me, and sometimes I think oven thou art o little aueer,"
you know,
ingiwering Chouvenet is a somewhet different metter, especially since he
1s supported by so eminent an authority. I haven't rcad vin Loon's book, so
I don't know what line he takes; but one thing I do know; hs can not say "This
is so, becausessss" He can only say, "If the Moors had remzined in Spain, it
is logical to assume that the world would now be thus and so0s" I can do the
same thing; not so "rell nor so convineingly, probably, but no one can prove
me wrong until someonc sets the mechonisn permitting travel to and lrom “"The
wWorlds of If" under control. And I think I'm fairly safo on Fhak Scors for
& whiles
Chauvenct seels to have been thinking in terms of the respective de-
oreos of onlightenment of the two cultures st that timo, with respect to soi=-
entific reserreh. I was thinking prim:rily in terms of the possibility of a
world in which the Mohammedon culture is dominont. I prefer the Christian, as
less authoritarian in proctice then the Moharmeden. For cxamplo, cven today,
-{__;, Islam ontains millions of adherunts who, in enswor to the mestion, "hat have
you rcad?" reply in 11 seriousness, "I have reud Everything." By "Bverything,"
they meun the Koran, which supposedly ocontaina all that a norma) man neecds to
know.
a8 for the Spanish Injuisition, that was certainly bad enough. But it
is equally certain that it was not Christian., [here ig nothing in the teach-
ings of that faith which aulhorizos sueh neasurcs. So, I wish to propose the
theory that the Inguisition'mipght well be triced to Moorish influences, 1rork-
ing on the remarkably intense naturc of +he Sp«enish poople thomselves, Islam
teaches thet infidels are to be converted by the sword, and th-t the pgreatest
reword a man miy earn will be his, if he tukes o Christian with him in death.
That is the sort of thing from which the Inmisition might logically grow.
& decadent Church, with povrers slinning away at w¢n .larming rate, and headed
in part by men who kneir nothingof the meaning of simple Christianity, willing-
1y acoepted ths tool given to it. wnyiray, thatts my theory.

g

Somz cvidence for
this idoa is found in m.ry of the Soenish eustoms. .. familiar exomple is the
cloistering of wvomen. It srens fairly reasonablc that this custom should de-
velop as it did among & people lonz Familiar with the customs of the Moors.
Among Mohammeduns, it is up to . man to proteet his own, for, in their re-
ligion, women have no souls to lose, so can't rcasoncebly be expected to he-
haves It doesn't matter, in this respaelt, that you believe that no one has
a soul; the point lies in the allotting of the dubious honor of having onc
Lo men «lone. -

That's all for vou heellers this 4 me.
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I had almost come to the conclusion +thet Bridges was somowherc on the
Fighting Front, und that INSPIR4LTION wuas dend for the Duration, when I re-
ceived a very welcome lettsr from him. He surgested a plun for putting out
the combined INSPIRATION and PL.NNY during a bricf furlough about the first
of Novembor. I was unsble to get my shorc of the undertaking completed in
time for that. However, Dick Kuhn has agein offcred to mimoo PHANNY, and to
bind tho two pauanzinos togother in the usual unorthodox fashion. Thisy -ih
spite of the fact that he is going to college and holding down < regular
Job. Swell fellow! LRC also offercd his sorvicos, but, becausc Dick had
done the work beforc, .nd uspecially, because it wes more convenient for Lynn,
we decided to accopt Dick's offor.
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